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TEMPLATE JOB DESCRIPTION – ESTATE GARDENER

(Please amend or delete sections as appropriate)

Job Title: Estate Gardener
Location: [Estate Name / Location]
Estate Size: Approximately X acres (please adjust)
Employment Type: [Full-time / Part-time / Live-in / Live-out]
Reports to: [Estate Manager / Head Gardener / Principal]


Overview of the Role

The Estate Gardener will be responsible for the maintenance, presentation, and development of the estate’s gardens and grounds. The property includes [formal gardens / walled garden / kitchen garden / lawns / meadows / woodland / orchards / glasshouses / lakes / paddocks] (delete or amend as relevant).

This role requires a hands-on gardener with strong horticultural knowledge, attention to detail, and a commitment to maintaining high standards throughout all seasons.

Key Responsibilities

(Delete any responsibilities that do not apply)

General Garden Maintenance
· Mowing, edging, scarifying, and aerating lawns
· Weeding, mulching, hoeing, and soil cultivation
· Pruning shrubs, hedges, topiary, and trees
· Planting, staking, dividing, and propagation
· Maintaining mixed borders, herbaceous borders, and seasonal displays
· Care of specialist planting (e.g., roses, herbaceous perennials, climbers)

Formal Gardens (Delete if not applicable)
· Upkeep of parterres, knot gardens, terraces, and ornamental features
· Precision pruning and shaping
· Maintenance of fountains, statuary, and formal beds

Kitchen Garden / Walled Garden (Delete if not applicable)
· Sowing, cultivating, and harvesting vegetables, fruit, herbs
· Managing crop rotation, soil health, irrigation, and pest control
· Maintaining glasshouses, cold frames, and potting sheds
· Providing fresh produce for household use

Glasshouses / Conservatories (Delete if not applicable)
· Care of tender plants, citrus, orchids, and exotics
· Watering and feeding regimes
· Temperature and humidity management

Orchards & Fruit Areas (Delete if not applicable)
· Pruning fruit trees and bushes
· Managing pests and diseases
· Harvesting and storage

Meadows, Paddocks & Woodland Areas (Delete as needed)
· Meadow cutting and management
· Hedge laying, coppicing, and woodland care
· Maintenance of rides, paths, and boundaries
· Support with basic paddock maintenance (if applicable)

Estate Grounds Maintenance
· Path, driveway, and courtyard maintenance
· Care of lakes/ponds, water features, and irrigation systems
· Leaf clearance and seasonal clean-up
· Assisting with estate events and seasonal displays

Machinery & Equipment
· Safe operation of ride-on mowers, strimmers, blowers, hedge-cutters, etc.
· Basic maintenance and cleaning of tools and machinery
· Reporting faults or organising professional servicing

Sustainability & Environmental Practices
· Composting and recycling garden waste
· Wildlife-friendly planting and habitat management
· Sustainable pest and disease control
· Water conservation practices

Estate Support (Optional)
(Remove any area not relevant)
· Assisting ground staff or maintenance teams when required
· Supporting housekeeping or events teams during peak periods
· Helping with vehicle checks, logs, or estate errands
· Providing holiday or sickness cover for colleagues

Person Specification

Essential
· Strong horticultural knowledge and practical experience
· Ability to work independently and as part of a wider estate team
· Good understanding of seasonal gardening tasks
· Physically fit with the ability to undertake manual duties
· Professional, discreet, and reliable
· Knowledge of safe machinery and tool use
Desirable
· Horticultural qualification (e.g., RHS Level 2/3 or similar)
· Experience on a private estate or large country garden
· Tree care or chainsaw certificates
· Confidence with irrigation, glasshouse management, or specialist plants
· PA1/PA6 spraying qualification
· Driving licence


Working Hours & Benefits

· Hours: [Insert hours]
· Salary: [£X – £X DOE]
· Accommodation: [Yes/No – details if live-in]
· Holidays: [Insert entitlement]
· Additional benefits: [Pension, uniform, training, produce allowance, etc.]

How to Apply

Please send your CV and any relevant information to [Contact name/email/phone].
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